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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR UNITED MINEWORKERS' 

STRIKE. 

IN RESPONSE TO UNITED MINEWORKERS' REQUEST, THE MINERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION HAS ASKED ITS 34 AFFILIATES 
IN 32 COUNTRIES TO PUBLICIZE THEIR 

SOLIDARITY WITH THE UNITED MINEWORKERS. OFFICIALS OF 
THE BRITISH NATIONAL UNION OF MINEWORKERS (NUM) SAY 
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THEY HAVE NOT BEEN ASKED BY THE UMWA FOR FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT BUT STAND READY TO PROVIDE IT OUT OF GRATITUDE 
FOR ASSISTANCE UMW GAVE DURING 1977 BRITISH MINERS’ 

STRIKE. NUM HAS ISSUED FOLLOWING STATEMENT: QUOTE - 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA COAL MINERS’ STRIKE - THE 
BRITISH MINERS’ EXPRESS THEIR WHOLE-HEARTED SUPPORT 
AND SOLIDARITY WITH THEIR AMERICAN COLLEAGUES, AND 
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THE N.U.M. HAVE ASKED THE UNITED MINE WORKERS OF 
AMERICA WHAT HELP AND ASSISTANCE THEY CAN GIVE TO THEM 
IN THEIR STRUGGLE TO REDUCE HEALTH AND SAFETY HAZARDS 
IN THE MINES AND FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN PAY AND CONDITIONS 
THE 160,000 MEMBERS OF THE UNITED MINE 
WORKERS OF AMERICA, EMPLOYED IN THE UNITED STATES 
BITUMINOUS COAL INDUSTRY, HAVE BEEN ON STRIKE SINCE 
THE 6TH DECEMBER 1977, WHEN THEIR THREE YEARS CONTRACT 
EXPIRED: AT WHICH TIME THE EMPLOYERS HAD OFFERED NO 
WAGE INCREASE, BUT HAD PUT FORWARD PROPOSALS WHICH 
WOULD HAVE DESTROYED THE HEALTH AND RETIREMENT BENEFIT 
FUNDS, FORCE THE UMWA TO ACT AS A STRIKE-BREAKER AGAINS 
ITS OWN MEMBERS, AND SEVERELY PUNISH WORKERS WHO TOOK 
PART IN ANY STRIKE OR WERE ABSENT FROM WORK FOR EVEN 
ONE DAY WITHOUT THE EMPLOYERS AUTHORIZATION. 

IN THE PAST 10 YEARS THE U.S. COAL MINERS 
HOURLY WAGE RATES HAVE INCREASED BY 160 PERCENT, WHILST 
CAR WORKERS RATES ROSE BY 246 PERCENT AND STEEL WORKERS 
BY 234.9 PERCENT. DURING THOSE 10 YEARS 2,000 U.S. 

MINE WORKERS WERE KILLED, EMPHASISING THAT IT IS THE 
MOST DANGEROUS OCCUPATION. COAL PRICES IN THE UNITED 
STATES INCREASED FROM 4.99 DOLLARS PER TON IN 1969 TO 
21.50 DOLLARS PER TON IN 1977. HOWEVER, LABOUR COSTS 
PER TON REPRESENTED 53.5 PERCENT IN 1969 AND ARE NOW 
ONLY 35 PERCENT. PROFITS PER TON HAVE SHOWN GREAT 
INCREASES DURING THIS PERIOD. 
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AS THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED MINE WORKERS 
OF AMERICA SAID, THE TIME HAS COME FOR THE INCREASING 
WEALTH OF THE COAL INDUSTRY TO BE REFLECTED IN THE LIVE 
OF THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO MAKE THAT WEALTH POSSIBLE - 
THOSE WHO TAKE THE RISKS NECESSARY TO PRODUCE COAL. 

THE BRITISH MINEWORKERS ARE SOLIDLY BEHIND 
THE AMERICAN MINERS AND ARE READY TO SUPPORT THEM FULLY 
IN THEIR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE THEIR RIGHTFUL OBJECTIVES. 
UNQUOTE. 

BREWSTER 
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